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o HISTORY of the CHURCH of the HEALING CHRIST

What is the history of the unique little church that stands
on the corner of 35th Street and Wisconsin Avenue at the
edge of Georgetown? The building is a sturdy edifice,
y beautifully proportioned, surmounted by a bell tower that
ﬁﬁ must have pealed forth an insistent message far and wide
S over the Georgetown area in earlier days. That it ig
~.considerably more than 100 years old is attested by the date
bnﬂthéfMemorial;Stone,infthe grounds' in front of the
bhilding;*iNow%on‘théﬁgrbunds'of;St;'Luke’s-at'Wisconsin and
Calvert. ok ST r e w8 s
: IN MEMORIUM, CENTENNIAL
SR A July 4, 18176
M. P. Sabbath.School

.« Known for many years as Mount Tabor Church, it was donated

-nto:its founding congregation by Joseph Weaver, who, with
*Harry Weaver, Mr., and Mrs. Theodore Barnes, and Benjamin F,
Hunt, Senior, had drawn together a congregation meeting
under the original name of "Mount Pleasant Church,"
subsequently changed to Mount Tabor Church. There isg an
early picture showing a small structure, with the bell tower
and & surrounding picket fence, a charming rural scene. '

« Where the horses were tied was not discernable,

The Memorial Stone was placed in 1876 as a part of the
members’ celebration of the 100th Anniversary of the
Declaration of Independence, according to Casper Nannes,

.. Church Editor of the Washington Star, September 6, 1947,

Thé building was twice enlarged, once in 1888 and again in
1913. It is interesting to speculate just where those
additions were made, they blend o harmoniously,
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SCIENCE

“The knowledge of Truth comes through the heart by living it.”

MESSENGER

—H.B. Jeffery

DIVINE SCIENCE FEDERATION INTERNATIONAL

APRIL, 198

WASHINGTON, D.C. CHURCH CELEBRATES 50th ANNIVERSARY

PHOTO: DOUGLAS ANDERSON
Dr. Grace L. Faus

The Divine Science Church of the Healing Christ will
celebrate the Golden Anniversary of Divine Science in
Washington, D.C. in a special service Sunday, May 6, at 11
a.m. The service will be highlighted by the presence of its
Ministers Emeriti: Dr, Grace L. Faus—Founding Minister of
the church—and Dr. Max H. Ballard. Both Dr. Faus and Dr.
Ballard will speak that morning from the pulpit.

Following the service, a gala dinner will be held at the
Holiday Inn across the street from the church. Guest
speakers at the dinner include the Reverend Maurita J.
Wiggins, President of the Divine Science Federation Inter-
national, Dr. Faus, and Dr. Ballard. The entertainment pro-
gram will feature memories and memorabilia from “pio-
neer” guests who were active in the early years of the
church, and a pictorial history and review of Divine Science
growth and development in the nation’s capital.

The Steering Committee for the Anniversary Cele-
bration is chaired by Mr. Harold P. Ganss, Sr., who dis-
covered the original church structure and who helped to
oversee its remodeling. His committee is assisted by Mrs.
Norene Diamond. Mr. Ganss will be the Master of Cere-
monies at the celebration dinner, at which over 200 guests
are expected.

(Ed. Note. I am indebted to the Reverend Carley Daw-
son, teacher, lecturer, writer, and Assisting Minister at the
Divine Science Church of the Healing Christ, for the follow-

ing information. More details of the early history of the
Washington church, and of its May 6 celebration, will be
included in the next issue of this newsletter.)

“Dr. Grace Lightfoot Faus, the Founding Minister of the
Church of the Healing Christ, originally came to Washington
as a result of her mother's illness. She had earlier received
her‘calling while on her night rounds as a nurse in a Denver
hospital. That night she heard a Voice, saying, ‘You are
going about healing the wrong way. The healing begins in
the mind." She abandoned her hospital work to study
Divine Science,

“In Washington it was not long before she had attracted
toheragroup to meet weekly ata hotel on 16th Street. Soon
she required a larger building for her meetings. The Church
of the Healing Christ was originally a Methodist Chapel, and
is now over one-hundred years old. Much has been done to
modernize and restore the building, while retaining the
flavor of the old church itself—its high ceiling beams and
stained glass windows,

“Early teachers at the Washington church have been
Eunice Hightower, Jean Hill—who still conducts the Con-
secration Class. Dr. Faus herself was my instructor in all four
classes, as well as giving my Practitioner studies, together
with Jean Hill. In 1968 Dr. Faus ordained me as a Divine
Science minister,

“Dr. Faus retired in 1968, to be followed by Dr. Max
Ballard for ten years. Then came a period of a year or more
during which the Reverend Jennie Goicoechea, the Rev-
erend Harold Ganss, Jr.,, and I took turns at giving the ser-
vice, until Dr. Ballard succeeded in persuading Dr. Al
Salazar to be ordained. Dr. Salazar is now in his fourth year
as our minister, , . .”

AllDivine Scientists visiting in the Washington, D.C. area
in this season should visit this lovely church, at 2020 35th
Street, N.W. (telephone: 202 / 333-7630), and, if possible,
join in the celebration.
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The third party of the merger, the Aldersgate Methodlst Church started as a
Sunday School in 1896 under Mount Vernon Place Methodist Church, and was
first known as the West Washington Mission,

Qurch in the North Americh\n Continent” (1 years o¥d at the timd of the
ger) was purchhsed by a xompany of deyoted followdrs of Mary Baker Ndy.
In 193, extenstivg remodeling\was compleffed at a cost o $120 \
old Congress Strgfet Church becdwe a highly modernized plade
the First Chu of Christ, Scient

After the St. Luke's congregation moved into its new quarters in 1954, it was
through arrangements initiated by the President of the Board of this Church,
Attorney Harold P, Ganss, Sr., that the Mount Tabor Church building became
the place of worship of our Divine Science Church of the Heallng Christ from
1956 to the present.

This historical background of this church buiding ts documented in the Wash-
Ingtonia Collection Division of the Martin Luther King Library of the District
of Columbla, and may well be considered the basis for designating this site
as a Washington landmark during the clty's observance of this Nation's
Bicentennial Celebration,

With appreciation for the opportunity to give service,
this Report is respectfully submitted by:

Cleomine B. Lewls, Chairman of
The Public Relations and Publicity Committee
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The Washington Herald of June 3, 1929, gave an account of the celebration and
the exhibits, including highlights of Senator Shortridge's address as the princi-
ple speaker, and indicated that the celebrated event was broadcast over stations
WRC and MJSV,

The Washington Post, August 6, 1938, in its fourth of a series on Bible Classes
In Washington Churches observed that the Harrison Bible Class of the Congress
Street Church, named in honor of the former Police Inspector W, H. Harrison,
comprised a membership of 282, including 125 policemen and a number of firemen
on its active roster. It also observed that more than 150 Members of Congress
addressed the class during its 10 year history, and that a large number of area
Unlversity presidents and teachers and other outstanding public officlals, in-
cluding judges and cabinet members were elther teachers of the class or class
officlals, Consequently, "the Georgetown residents in the vicinity of 31st and
N Streets got reserve police protection on Sunday mornings".

Mount Tabor Church was donated to its founding congregation by Joseph Weaver,
who with Henry Weaver, Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Barnes, and Benjamin F. Hunt,
Sr., got the congregation started under the original name "Mount Pleasant Church",
subsequently changed to Mount Tabor Church.

The structure was enlarged twice; in 1888 and in 1913,

"The MEMORIAL STONE in front of the church was placed in 1876 as part of the
member's celebration of the 100th Anniversary of the Declaration of Independence",
according to Casper Nannes, Church Editor, September 6, 1947, in the Washington
Evening Star News,

Mount Tabor was once colloquially known as "The Butcher's Chapel"” because a
large number of families of that occupation were affiliated with it.

"Among the Church's most Interesting groups was its Young People's Club which
provided well-rounded spiritual and recreational programs", remarked Rev. Kenneth
Lyons to the Washington Post Reporter who interviewed him as Milinister of the
"Church of the Week" (April 15, 1939). To this he added that "the programs were
not only for Mount Tabor's but also for other young people of Georgetown, lrrespec-
tlve of religlous affiliation;" weekly activities included roller-skating, bowling,
and other participatory sports, and Sunday devotionals.

In 1946, Mount Tabor Church, the Congress Street Church, and the Aldersgate
Methodist Church merged. The three congregations became the St. Luke's
Methodlst Church and worshipped together In the 35th & Wisconsin Avenue
edifice of the Mount Tabor Church unttl they moved in February of 1954 to thelr
new home at Wisconsin Avenue and Calvert Street, N, W,




THE DIVINE SCIENCE CHURCH PUBLIC RELATIONS AND PUBLICITY COMMITTEE
HAS TWO PROJECTS ON WHICH TO REPORT:

No. 1

This Committee assisted the Special Events Committee tn a Metropolitan Wash-
lngton area-wide promotion of our Divine Science Federation International's
Speclal Lecture Series featuring Dr. Jack Holland as guest speaker during three
evenings of special activities at our Church on January 6-8, 1976, which were
also a commemoration of the 88th Anniversary of the Divine Science Movement
and the 44th in the District of Columbia.

Through the efforts of this Committee, this Special Lecture Serles—jolintly
sponsored by our Church and the First Divine Science Church of Washlington,
D.C.—was recognized by the D. C. Bicentennial Commission's Office of
Programs as an official 1976 Bicentennial Actlvity in the Nation's Capital.

This Committee designed the colorful special invitational announcements that
were widely circulated to "Salute America's 200 Years ", the Divine Science
Movement's 88th Anniversary and this Church's 44th, and to encourage the

very fine attendance that resulted on each evening to hear our very distinguished
guest speaker. This Chalrperson wishes here to agaln thank the number of per-
sons who assisted with its preparation, folding, and distribution.

No, 2

For a possible relationship also to the present 1976 Bicentenntial Celebration,
at the request of the President of the Board, this Committee researched the sig—
nificance of the stone tablet on the front lawn of our Church Inscribed:

IN MEMORIAM, CENTENNIAL
July 4th, 1876
M.P. Sabbath School

-

The following information not only points out the significance of the memorial
stone, but also provides interesting historical background leading up to the
presence of our Church family's worship services in this Church edifice of the
former Mount Tabor Church—the original occupants here at 35th & Wisconsin
Avenue, N.W,: )

The May 30, 1929, edition of the Washington Evening Star carried an account
of the Congress Street Church's plans to celebrate the centennial anniversary

of its dedication, and cited the church as one of the oldest places of worship
in the District and an outstanding landmark of Georgetown,. The Star also noted
that the record of the cornerstone laying had been found in the original minute
book of Potomac Lodge, No. 5, F.A.A.M. . which would be on display during
the celebration, along with the gavel used by George Washington in laying the
cornerstone of the Capitol and likewise used in the cornerstone laying of the
Congress Street Church., It further stated that the record would also show that

President Andrew Jackson and his Cablinet were present at the ceremony the
century before,
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Glover Park Gazette September 2006

MOUNT PLEASANT CHAPEL,

1874

{Archives of St. Luke's United
Methodist Church)

One of the founders of
Georgetown's Methodist
Protestant Church on 31st Street
was John Eliason, whose son
owned the tannery that operated
where the Safeway is now on
Wisconsin Avenue. Hides to be
tanned were supplied by the many
butchers who had their pens and
slaughterhouses in the vicinity of
the tannery, and many of these
butchers also belonged to the
Methodist Protestant Church.

In 1874, Benjamin Franklin Hunt,
who had recently built himself a
house on the highest point in
Georgetown (where the Russian
Embassy is now), pledged $500
toward the building of a mission
chapel above the tannery. Joseph
Weaver donated part of the
triangular lot between High,
Fayette, and Madison Streets —
i.e. Wisconsin, 35th and
Whitehaven. Joseph's brother
Henry provided additional
financing for construction of the
chapel. Henry’s daughter Mary
married Phillip T, Hall, who was
briefly the pastor of Mount
Pleasant, )

Theodore Barnes was Henry
Weaver's stepson. Barnes's

house, across Wisconsin Avenue, G LRCRGORR E e i i
served as Mount Pleasant's parsonage for more than forty years, Barnes's wife Alice had the honor of being the First

Member of Mount Pleasant Chapel, and their daughter Pauline Barnes Woodruff was its longtime church organist. One of
the inaugural sermons was delivered by Rev. Edward J. Drinkhouse, who was married to Theodore's sister Angelina.

I, o

Considering that the Hunt, Weaver and Barnes families were all connected ta the same trade, the report that people
called the little clapboard church with its patterned slate roof the Butcher's Chapel is not hard to believe.

Minutes, Congress Street Methodist Protestant Church, May 5, 1873,
Archives of St. Luke's United Methodist Church

Georgetown Courier, March 7, May 2, 23, 30, July 4, September 28, 1874
Evening Star, May 30, 1874

“Fiftieth Anniversary at Mt. Tabor, Washington, D.C."
The Methodist Protestant, June 11, 1924.

-- Carlton Fletcher




Lo At v

Sudasgrkioy rb

g b2 P
&

973
b33}

VR S
,,?h‘. ) *

VW ek
P A7




&







COPY OF

DIVINE SCIENCE CHURCH
OF THE HEALING CHRIST
GOLDEN JUBILEE NEWSLETTER
DATED MAY 6, 1984

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF
CHURCH IN WASHINGTON DC



COPY OF

DIVINE SCIENCE CHURCH
OF THE HEALING CHRIST
GOLDEN JUBILEE NEWSLETTER
DATED MAY 6, 1984

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF
CHURCH IN WASHINGTON DC



NOSMVA AHTIVD "AHY — NOLLDIGINHY DNISOTO
SSNVD 'd ATO4VH — SINFINHOTHTMONMOV
‘SHYd ‘A4 ‘SNIDDIM VIIEAVIN "AdY — SMYVINEY
LSINVAINOOYV — 4d4VTZLHYd SHNVE
ONVYdOS — IL4VH A4VINISOd

LNHNNIV.LEHLNH
aavTivd XVIN d4d — SMIVINHY
SNV dOVED 4d — SMYVINEY

JHINNIA

dVZVIVS TV 84d — NOLLVOOANI
LNAJISHId-ANTTAATYA LANVE SSIIN — AINODTIM
dS ‘SSNVD ‘d TTI0OYVH — JHISVINISVOL

NNI AVdr'IOH

- IWVIHOOUd YANNIA

P

‘uonpdeos Suiao] pue snokof
B Supmp 9oIAI0S 9y} IoyJ8 uonedoid
-U09 oy} £q pojeoad [[e a1om sned I
PUe ‘oJIM STy pue pIe[[eq "I(] ‘9JIM STy

pue Iezje§ I ISISIUIWE JUSLIND Y]
YoInyo 3y Jo SISSIUIML 994U} SYJ,

« PeoIqy,
USP[OD) 9YJ, :90ULIIS IUIAI(,, SBM

UOISEBI0 S1Y) 10] 91d0g oY, "UO0SSo] oY)
PAIOAT[SP ‘6 L6T ULJUSUISINSL STY [IAUR
6961 ‘Siteek us] I0J Yoanyo oy} poAlss

oyMm ‘pIejjeq "I( SNILOWY INSTUI

se patySI[YSIy sem odIAIeS oY,
‘90TAIOS DAIJBIIpaUI B Furmp

uo1)BFoI3U0d 9] PO ‘Snej dBlL) I
“Yoanypd 9Y3 JO IopUNOJ oY} Se papusjie
oM sem sa1A19g Tewedg Ay, sy

SuifesH JO Yd2aInys sIU9IIg SUIA
-I(] Y} JO Uonesodu0d SI1jus 8y} JI0]
UoISE0 [e1oads B Sem ‘g Ay ‘ABpo],

IIAIIS Yoany)H
AresioAluuy

q30<

[ 'ON ‘1 oA

. ¥861 ‘9 Aoy
. Yoany;

) JUISOIJ

e A

bEBT-PEET

-._2,“:33 3 Ul s1e94 ()G - SOUADG SWIAI(]

Yoany;) ISy

L

PAGE 1 - DS CHURCH 50-YEARS

IN WASHINGTON DC JUBILEE, MAY 6, 1984



Our 50th. Birthday Cake
How about The Beautiful Birthday Cake. The artistic handiwork of Sharron
Schirm. Can you imagine the work in baking a cake for 200 and being decorated
with a replica of our church.

Many, many thanks to our loyal member.

ANNIVERSARY SPONSORS
$100

Charles & Mary Helwig
Phyllis Beckwith Eunice Hightower
Enid Blady Jean Hill
Dorothy Cole , Clarence Holdman
Larry & Mary Cromartie Robert L. Kaufman
Frances Cureton Kristine Konold
Dorothy Dale Charles & Eileen Kellam
Eric & Teresa Danecka Elizabeth Lee
Alva Dane Neal & Marion Potter
Carley Dawson Dr. & Mrs. Al Salazar
Norene M. Diamond Robert & Sharron Schirm
Rosemary Downs S Ralph & Dorothy Sheldon
Janet Friedline e Wilbur & Norma Simonson
Harold & Faye Ganss Betty: Spencer
Harold P. Ganss, Sr. Frances L. Sullivan
Ken & Dot Hampson Willis & Josephine Stewart
Dorothy Harding Jack & Mary:Fhompson
Dorothy Harrison Edna Theis %%

PATRONS $50.00

Peggy Carlson Anne Malia
Carey Donigan Florence Mickle;
Bronette Ehrich Eugenia Nowlin
Ruth Edwards Charlotte Organ
Harriette Esch Simone Paquet
Gordon Fisher Desmond Sealy
Edward & Margaret Flagge Laura Sherman
Diana P. Goure Thurman Tenney
Clark Gay Jeanette Tomaszewski
Ethel Hill Irene Zevgolis
Lula Zevgolis

prrTerrs

Ada Hoffman
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Greetings From President Reagan
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 19, 1984

To the Congregation of
The Divine Science Church
of the Healing Christ:

Congratulations on the occasion of your 50th
anniversary. ‘
Religious faith has always been the essence of
strength for free peoples. As guardians of this
faith, our churches and synagogues seek to con-
tinually renew the spirit of brotherhood, family,
and concern for one's fellowman embodied in the
Judeo-Christian tradition. This is the spirit that
built and preserved our freedom and made us a
humane and God-fearing people. From early times
the fire of faith has burned brightly all across this
land, and as long as it lives, so will the America
we cherish,

As we commemorate this anniversary, let us all
resolve to revitalize the spirit of community which
sustains us. Let our wisdom be vindicated by our
deeds. And when our work is done and the busy
world is hushed, then may God in His mercy give
; ;xs a safe lodging, a holy rest and peace at the

~ last.
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Greetings From

Our Church President

celebration for all of us. Some of you were
here 50 years ago when it all began. The
rest of us arrived at some other point in
time. My arrival date was 1974. Dr. Bal-
lard was the Minister and I knew I had

found a new home. My exposure to the

Divine Science teaching started my first
Sunday in church when I signed up for
Harold Ganss Sr.’s Fundamentals class.
When I reflect on my involvement the
last few vears I am very thankful for the
patience and understanding extended to
me by my teachers and fellow Truth stu-
dents.

This church hasserved as a stable spir-
itual influence for 50 years and I am
deeply grateful it was here for my time of
discovery. I personally want to'say thank
you to Dr. Grace Faus for being the in-
strument through which this all came
about. Iam grateful to Dr. Ballard for his
guidance and true dedication to the one
Presence. Dr. Salazar has continued the
work started by these two people. Heisan
effective leader for our present day con-
gregation. We are able to celebrate 50
years of Divine Science because each of

“these individuals had a thorough un-
derstanding of Divine Law and they put
it into practice.

In celebrating the birthday of our
church each individual is really celebrat-
ing hisown personal birthday in'spiritual
unfoldment. This is a personal matter
and only you can reflect on what the Di-
vine Science experince has meant to you.
This knowledge does bring a certain
amount of responsibility. It is now our
turn to pass.on to others the best of what
we have learned. I sincerely hope that at
the 100th anniversary celebration we are
looked upon favorably by those in attend-
ance. Let it be said of us that we learned
our lessons well and lived our lives

according to our highest understanding.
So happy birthday to all of us. Enjoy this

day and remember it fondly, for we have
shared many things.

Janet Friedline

President

Our 50th Anniversary is a joyous

PAGE 4 — DS CHURCH 50-YEARS

IN WASHINGTON DC JUBILEE, MAY 6, 1984



NUMBER I

_ ,_Af¥ e i i — —.— P ORI 2N 2 RS =
Guolden Jubilee

MAY 6, 1984

EDITOR—Publisher, Harold P. Ganss, Jr.

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS—Carle

ary Downs, Janet Friedline, Harol
Norma Sabus, Al G. Salazar

y Dawson, Norene M. Diamond, Rosem-
d P. Ganss, Sr., Harold P. Ganss, Jr.,

PHOTOGRAPHY—Faye O. Ganss, Joan Shaffer, Lula Zevgolis
BUSINESS MANAGER—Ralph Sheldon

PUBLISHED BY: DIVINE SCIENCE CH

URCH OF THE HEALING GHRIST, 2025 -

35th St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20007, PRINTED BY: SUBURBAN RECORD.

eSS SRR G e .

History Of Divine Science And Early
Teachers In Washington

The History of Divine Science beginsin
Pueblo, Colorado, a Mrs. Bingham had
been ill for many months, and Pueblo
Doctors could do nothing further for her,
They suggested that she goto:Chicago for
at least a year, to take a treatment avail-
able there. Mrs. Bingham was appalled.
She had a husband and four small chil-
dren, and felt she couldn’t leave them for
80 long a time. A friend then suggested
that the sick woman consult a remark-
able healer, Emma Curtis Hopkins, Mrs.
Bingham took this advice, went to Chica-

and treatment with “the teacher of teach.
ers” as Emma Curtis Hopkins'cameto be
known, Mrs. Bingham returned to Pueb-
lo radiating health and Jjoy.

Nona Brooks, and Fannie Brooks
James, Nona Brooks was in very frail
health, and for a year had been praying:
“God give me light!” It was during the
fourth class lesson at Mrs. Bingham's
that she felt herself to be encased in a
great light, brighter than the sun. Brooks
found herself to be completely healed.
Not only was she healed: a difficult fami-
ly financial situation was improved.

Nona Brooks and her sisters disagreed.
One was that the world did not exist, and
was & delusion. Nona and her sisters de-
cided that Form was a part of God-
Activity; the world was to be understood
and interpreted.

In 1887 they began serious study, and .

soon systematized the teaching that Dj-
vine Science was later to put forward:
which is that all of creation is an expres-
.sion of God and partakes of the same sub-
stance; and that the whole universe has
sprung from the Mind and Word of God
and was good.

In 1889 Mrs. Cramer came to Denver to
give her first Class there. The Three
Pueblo sisters were overwhelmed to find
that their studies and those of Mrs.
Cramer matched perfectly. When they
met they all knew that they were in-
tended to be together.

Classes by the Pueblo Sisters began in
Denver, Althea Small began healing
work, Fannie B. James had Classes in her
home; Nona Brooks was teaching in Pub-
lic Schools, then resigned and began
activity in teaching and healing.

The first Teachers, beyond those inno-
vators already mentioned, were Anna L.

‘Palmer, Mrs. C.L. Baum and Josephine

Preston, Ada B. Fay was one of the first
Bible Teachers; others were Martha
Stark, Agnes Galer, and Mrs, Galligher.

Nona Brooks ordained Dr. Max Bal-

“weeks of study - Aand,»swho«became’MinisterlMini'ster ‘at .

the new Crestwood Church in St. Louis,
later moving on the Church of the Heal-
ing Christ, founded by Dr. Grace Light-
foot Faus in Washington, D.C. He re-
mained there for ten years until his
retirement.

Dr. Irwin Gregg was for many years
the Minister of the Divine Science head
Church in Denver.

Early Teachers here have been Eunice
Hightower; Jean Hill, who is still con-
ducting the Consecration Class:

Rev. Carley Dawson, Rev. Jennie
Goicoechea, Rev. Harold P. Ganss, Jr.
and Harold P. Ganss, Sr. Dr. Faus taught
all four basic courses and the
Practitioner—Teacher Courses and Cer-
tified all the above to the Service of God.

In 1967, Harold P. Ganss, Jr. was
Ordained in Denver after being in-
structed by Dr. Faus. In 1968 Dr., Faus
Ordained Carley Dawson as a Divine Sei-
ence Minister, Herbert Cole, was also
Ordained at the same time.

Dr. Faus retired in 1969, to be followed
by Dr. Max Ballard for ten years,

Dr. Al Salazar studied with Dr. Bal-
lard, who certified him ag a
Practitioner—Teacher and later
Ordained him to the Ministry.

The Church has established the posi-
tion of Minister of Education and today
Rev. Harold P, Ganss, Jr. has developed a
procedure and program that is of vast
interest to Divine Scientists and benefit
to the Church.
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Historical Background

Of Our Church Building

Over 150 years ago, when George-
town was included in the State of

¢ Maryland, a group of people organized

a Religious Organization, and with
the help of some citizens in the area,
the original Church Building plot was
donated for Church purposes to revert
to their heirs of the donors, if not so
used. Fromtime to time, it wasused by
different groups namely Tabor
Methodist Church and other groups

< until it was finally used as Calvert

Methodist Church.

The Building was erected with a
stone foundation quarried from the
site with walls 2 feet thick, and with
hand hewed lumber and joists from

[ the latter being 12" x 12". The roof,

being of slate, was extremely heavy,
and thus steel supports were installed
running from side to side to keep the
walls intact. Originally, it was lit by
candles, and the chandlier in the cen-
ter of the sanctuary still shows the
receptical.

Thereafter gas was brought in and
the pipesarestill in evidence, protrud-
ing from the walls near the pulpit. The
original edifice was small, with the
wall behind the alter being the back of
the Church. =

In 1915, the part now occupied by
the Library and side entrance was ad-
ded. This remained as the Methodist
Church until 1956.

In the early 1950’s, the Congress of
the United States determined that a
roadway known as Whitehaven Park-
way, was necessary from West to East,
into the City of Washington, and it
empowered the National Capital
parksto condemn such land necessary
to complete the project and extend
Whitehaven to the City. The Church

* was included as a property to be con-

demned. With this in mind the
Methodist Church, purchased prop-
erty at Wisconsin, Ave. and Calvert,
Street and constructed their new
Church, but discovered that if they
moved, they would lose their financial
interest in our Church Building. The
Highway project was held in Limbo,
because of objections of families with
persons buried in Rock Creek Cemet-
ery, through with the roadway was
planned.

At that point, Harold P. Ganss, Sr.,
Chairman of our Church Board at that
time, learned of the problem, and on
January 25, 1953, communicated with
EdwardJ. Kelly, the then Superinten-
dent of the National Park, Service,
requesting that the Service proceed to
condemn the property, (they still had
had funds) pay off the Methodist

Church and lease the property to the
Divine Science Church. This was
done.

After negotiations, a lease was
signed on September 15, 1956 and we
moved in, in November, after exten-
sive remodelling.

Since that time, the Church has
made many improvements andhas re-
ceived plaudits from the Government
and the residents of the Area.

At the time of our dedication, in
1956, President Eisenhower, recogniz-
ing the need for the New Thought
Church in Georgetown, sent a beauti-
ful Congratulatory Message to Dr.
Grace L. Faus.

From time to time, Members of the
Officials Executive families have
attended services, including the Di-
rector of Historical Pulications of the
“WHITE HOUSE” and other build-
ings, several cabinet members, the
Architect in charge of the renovation
of the White House, who also designed
the home of Dr. Grace Faus, in the
Mountains at Bailey, Colorado.

The Building is an inspiration to.all,
and if walls could talk the History of
the United States would be unfolded
in such a way that we would be en-
lightened far beyond what has been
recorded in the History Books.
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Divine Science Church Of

The Healing Christ
50 Years Of Travel ! !

Divine Science in Washington came to
the area in 1934. Consciousness in-
creased wherever the Church met. We
were taught and later understood more
fully that the Church wasnot locatedina
building, but within the hearts and souls
of the Ministers and Congregations.

Yes, in 1934 Dr. Grace L. Faus, Minis-
ter emeritus came to Washington, D.C.
and founded the Divine Science move-

ment which would continue and is still

growing after 50 years of increased
awareness of the Truth of all being. Mill-
ers Cabin at Pierce Mill in Rock Creek
Park served at the first location for Dr.
Faus Work. In the years to follow the
Church would locate at the Old French
Embassy at 16th. St. N.W., The Marshall
Field Home, from Old French Embasy 1
_block North of 16th. St., the American
Legion Hall located on 15th. St. N.W.

‘Grafton Hotel at the Corner of Gon-

necticut, Ave. N.W. and Desalles Street,
N.W. opposite the Mayflower Hotel, the
Pen Women’s Club in Downtown Wash-
ington;, Stonleigh Court Hotel at Conn &
L Sts. N.W., the Raleigh Hotel at 12th. St.
N.W. and finally a standing Church
Building with Sunday School reom and
downsgtairs auditorium located in
Georgetown at 35th. St. and Wisc. Ave.
N.W. where they have just celebrated 25
years at the same location.

The understanding of the inner pres-
ence of God always present, acting in and
through its members and Six Ministers
has sustained Divine Science in Wash-
ington and will enable it to grow for years
to come. We are fully aware that we arein
our right place at the right time accord-
ing to God Principle.

" Gathering Of 1st Members

Of Church 1934
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__Emeritis
Grace L. Fau

S

Born and receiving her education in
the State of Colordao, Grace. L. Faus
was led to Divine Science after an
illumination, while working in a hos-

. pital asshe was ministering to the ill,
- She was fortunate to have as her
. teacher Nona L. Brooks, the Founder
~ of Divine Science, and as Grace stud-

’1:;‘ ied under the leadership of this won-

¢ derful and inspired soul, the tremen-

¢ dous impact of her inner being was
. transferred to Grace in such a way
that it was never forgotten. In Feb-
ruary, 1932, she came East to be with
- her Mother. So Grace, after due con-
sideration, was led to the decision to
remain here,
| At that time there were small
- groups interested in New Thought.
i The urge was with Grace to spread
the word so that all could be benefitted
by New Thought.

In February, 1932 the group had
grown to twelve, they met in Rock
Creek Park at Miller’s Cabin every
Sunday morning for breakfast, studies
and prayer. By the Fall of 1932 the
group had grown in numbers, and the
Pen Women of America invited Grace
to hold her sessions in their studio. By
1934 the attendance grew and as a
i result, the First Divine Science
i Church of Washington, D.C. was es-
~ tablished.

As time went on, Grace Faus saw
i the need for larger quarters as more
. people were attracted.

As a result Stoneleigh Court, form-
erly at Conn. Ave. & L Street became
the Church home, then the Grafton
Hotel, which occupied the corner of
Conn. & DeSales St. before being de-
molished.

It was here that the first graduation
ceremony took place for the 12 stu-
dentsishe then had in her Class, and to
make the entire matter a huge suc-
cess, Grace had as her honored guest,
- ‘Dr. Nona L. Brooks.

 Dr. Edna Lister, then Prosident of

“the LN.T.A. heard of the wonderful

work Grace was heading in Washing-
ton, and invited her to the Congress,
which was meeting in New York.
From that meeting, Grace truly en-
larged her world of understanding, for
it'was there that she met Emmet Fox
and other great leaders in Truth. She
returned home inspired, revitalized
and filled with the desire tolet all who
would listen, to the secret of a fuller
life.

Growth was the outcome, and her |
Church did expand in numbers. With
each sizable expansion, it was neces-
sary to move. and this she did, first to

the Burlington Hotel, then the Pink

Palace, the former home of Marshall
Field of Chicago, the American Legion
Building, where the famous Walter
Russel spoke to an overflow crowd;
thenthe Raleigh Hotel and finally the
French Embassy, before moving to our

present Church Building.

ALways looking forward, looking
forward to new pastures for service to
greater numbers of persons, the
present Church Building was
obtained, and on November 11, 1956,
the Church Building was dedicated.
The then President, Dwight D,
Eisenhower, recognizing her Spiritual
leadership extended his Con-
gratulations to her on this great step
forward due to her untiring efforts.

In 1948—Grace received her Doctor
of Divinity Degree.

Perhaps her greatest achievement
18 her ability to convey to others the
Basic Principles of Truth, with the un-
derstanding that it is necessary for
one to enjoy the fullness of life. From
these inspirational lessons and lec-
tures, hundreds of individuals have
had the good fortune to Graduate from
her Course of Study.

Besides these Graduates, she also
instructed many in Classes as Prac-
titioners, and individually trained
those ready for the Ministry. At least
six or seven were ordained after re-
ceiving instructions from her and they
gare,deeply indebted to her for this trai-
ing.

Through the efforts of Grace Faus,
the Dial-A-Sermonette Message was
instituted, perhaps the first one in
New Thought.

In order that more can understand
the Truth, Grace started a Metaphysi-
cal Library, as well as a stocked Book
Department. It has been a benefit to
thousands and has enabled those, who
were unfamiliar with the Truth, to
obtain a greater understanding.

~ Littlehasbeen mentioned about her

quiet and understanding work with
individuals, who have had miraculous
healings due to her faith, and of those
who have received the inspiration
necesgary to live a more abundantlife.
It is with these thousands that she has
done her finest work; quietly, without
fan-fare, bringing to them health,
happiness, abundance and peace of
mind. She hasliterallyled by the hand
an uncounted number of people, lift-
ing their spirits to a higher level of
consciousness, No matter what the de-
mand, nomatter what the hour, day or
night, no matter who be in need, with
no distinction for race, creed or color,
she was, and is, always available. Her
soft and soothing voice, her calm and
deliberate action of pointing the way,
her method of making one recognize
the true, inner being, has given neces-
gary assurance to the one in need. She
is the beacon light to a perfect Life of
Truth, She is surely the emissary of
Christ. She has carried the Word and
done it well. She is the Christ Spirit of
Truth embodied in the Physical being
of Grace L. Faus. Truly a Child of God.
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Dr. Max Ballard was born in Lin-
coln, Nebraska and received his early
education thereinIowa. Planning on a
musical career, he attended and com-
pleted hiseducation at Nebraska Wes-
leyan and at Colorado, A & M. He
attended Lamont School of Music and

. taught music for three years. He was a
member of the Denver Grand Opera
Company and performned leading
rolesin L1 Trovatore, Aida and La Tra-
viata. ;

Dr. Ballard carries the distinction of
being one of the youngest men ever
ordained by Nona Brooks, co-founder
of Divine Science. After hisordination
ondJune 6, 1941, Dr. Ballard began his
ministry in Pueblo, Colorado with a

small group of 18 members. Within 5
months a state charter was granted
and the Pueblo Divine Science Church |

was established.
His success with this church was
responsible for a call from the First

Divine Science church of St. Louis in |
1956. While there he founded the
Crestwood Church of Divine Science. |

He served both churches until 1969
when he accepted a call from the Di-
vine Science Church of the healing
Christ in Washington, D.C. until his
retirement in 1979. .

Upon his retirement, Dr. Ballard
and his wife Billie moved to Arlington,
Texas where they lived for 4 years,
They currently reside in Sarasota,
Florida.

Dr. and Mrs. Ballard have four
grown children, David and his family
live in Nebraska; Gayle and her fami-
ly live in St. Louis, and Layne and
Michael live in Arlington, Texas with
their respective families.

The Ballards are grandparents |

several times over,

Dr. Al'G. Salazar

Dr. Al G. Salzar moved into the
Washington D.C. area with his family
in 1965. He planned a musical career
and completed his education at St.
Marys of Texas and our Lady of the
Lake College. Dr. Salazar taught mu-
sic and performed professionally for
several years prior to movingto Wash-
ington,

Upon his arrival to the Washington
area he enrolled at Catholic Univer-
sity where he received his Doctor of
Philosophy degree several years later.

Dr. Salazar “found” the Divine Sci-

_ence Church of the Healing Christ in
1971 and completed the four basic Di-
vine Science classes within 6 years. He
was Dr. Ballard’s student and received
his ministerial training under him.
He wasordainedonduly 1,1981 by Dr.
Ballard in Arlington, Texas.

Dr. Salazar accepted the call to the
Washington church in September
1981 and has been the minister since
then.

Prior to his present ministry, Dr.
Salzar was employed by the Montgom-
ery County Public School system for
17 years in different capacities. Prior
to leaving the field of Education for
the ministry, Dr. Salazar wasinvolved
wih the School of the Performing Arts
for the Gifted and Talented.

Dr. and Mrs; Salazar have four chil-
dren and currently reside in Olney,
Maryland with the two youngest. The
two oldest children are away in col-
lege. Al is a student at Standford Uni-
wversity in California and Ana marie
attends Georgia Institute of Technolo-
gy in Atlanta, Georgia.

Arnold Salazar graduates from
Good Counsel High School in
Wheaton, MD next month and Arlene °
attends Farquhar Middle School.

Mrs. Salazar is employed by the
National Bureau of Standards in
Gaithersburg, MD.
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PRESIDENT
DIVINE SCIENCE
FEDERATION
INTERNATIONAL

To Dr. Al Salazar, the Members and friends of the Divine
Science Church of the Healing Christ in Washington, D.C.

On behalf of the General Council of the Divine Science
Federation, I would like to extend our warmest greetings
and congratulations on the occasion of the 50th Anniver-
sary of your church. It is certainly a landmark event
and speaks most eloquently of the high consciousness of
the leadership and congregation of your church, Your
ministers emeriti, Dr., Grace Fauss and Dr, Max Ballard,
as well as your present minister, Dr. Al Salazar, have
provided the Washington area with the pure teachings of
our Divine Science faith and many people have grown
spiritually - many lives have been transformed,

We know that the Church of the Healing Christ will con-
tinue to be a blessing to your community and will enjoy
continued growth in love, abundance and a realization
of His presence throughout the next fifty years.

Again, our loving congratulations.

For the Generalquunc%l ]
The Rev, Maurita J. Wiggins
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Divine Science Federation

Born In D.C. 1956

 DivineScience has grown inthelast50

years and the Washington church and its
members and leaders have a great deal to
be proud of. In 1955 at a Meeting of Di-
vine Scientists held in Denver, Colorado,
atthe Mother Church, it was decided that
a Federation of Churches would be
needed if Divine Science was to grow. The
. Mother Church and its leaders had spent
timeless time and effort to answer ques-
tions and problems about Divine Science
andits teachings, but the members of the
Denver Church and others felt that the
burden was too much for a few dedicated
workers to accomplish, no matter how
much they loved doing it. A steering com-
mittee was formed and meetings held
during the year saw fruits of the labor
come into being at the next yearly meet-
ing that was scheduled for Washington,
D.C.in 1956. At that time plans were laid
before the group, decisions were made to
elaborate and formulate plans for legal
inception and formation of a Divine Sci-
ence Federation International to be head-
quartered in Denver with an elected
Board of Directors, elected from Member
Churches from coast to coastatthattime.

S 1957, the Federation was culmm-

ated with a President, Vice President,
Secretary and Treasurer and members of
a Board of Directors to oversee the Busi-
ness of Divine Seience and the further-
ance of Divine Science principles world
wide.

The mission of the Divine Science
Federation International was to:

1. Aid in spreading and promoting the
teachings of Divine Science, a Christian
Metaphysical Religion.

2. Provide a sense of unity among the
churches and centers.

3. Maintain an office which will serve
as a central clearing house for informa-
tion, help, publishing, organization of
services, ete.

4. Promote and enhance com-
munications between churches, minis-
ters and Federation. >

5. Coordinate and supply services that
can be done better and more easily as a
group than by individual churches and
centers.

6. License practitioners, and license
and ordain ministers.

7. Enable and enhance the growth of
new churches and centers.

8. Develop, with the help of the chur-
ches, the goals and the vision of the fu-
ture of Divine Science.

Services of the Federation include:
print free literature; publish Aspire
Magazine; reprint out-of-print books;
provide arbitration services; sponsor
visiting speakers to make tours of the
churches; provide an office which serves
as a clearing house for information;
license and ordain properly qualified
practitioners and ministers; give assis-
tance to churches and centers needing a
minister by putting them in touch with
available ministers; publish a quarterly
newsletter (Divine Science Messenger) to
all churches and centers.

The Federation continues to look for
ways to be of more help and service to the
member churches and centers by: de-
veloping a questionnaire and sending it
to churches and centers whereby better
communications between churches and
Federation can assist in solving common
problems; develop and print resource
books—churches are being asked to for-
ward to Federation copiesof their church
congtitution and by-laws, A file of various
examples will be available to new chur-
ches and centers and to establish ones
that need to update and change them
from time to time.
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~ D.C.1956
(Continued from page 3)

The Federation will search for public
relations materials that will be helpful to
be sent to each member church. When
sufficient funds are in hand, they will be
made available to buy time with public
relations firms and the ideas will be
shared with member churches and

.centers; a step by step program will be

developed to-encourage the growth of in-
dividuals into small groups, and small

groups into future chruches; regional

representatives and general council
members will keep in touch with these
groups on aperiodic basistoprovide mor-
al support and help, there will be visits by
ministers and teachers from the churches
in the region; free booklets will be pro-
vided with directions for setting up a sim-
ple set of books, a bookkeeper or C.P.A.,
will be available in each region who will
be willing to give assistance when re-
quested; the Federation will set aside
10% of the yearly budget for the sole pur-
pose of helping centers and small chur-
ches grow into large churches; churches
and centers may choose to invite any
member of the general counecil to
represent the Federation at their an-
niversary dedication, commemoration or
other special event, the Federation will
coverone-halfthe cost of travel expenses.
Goals for the Federation include buy-
ing a computer to help with record keep-
ing and mailings, which has been accom-
plished. When finances permit, a com-
mittee will be formed to find and locate a
Federation office, separate and apart
from the Mother Church or First Church.
Divine Science roots will be examined
and recorded for posterity. Sermons,
teachings, and articles of Nona L. Brooks
and other pioneer leaders will be pub-
lished in Aspire Magazine for future pub-
lications. This is an on-going project. -

Revision of by:iév;;tizbjgfggiﬁéﬁfor a
General Council with more balanced re-
gional representation of churches and

- possible enlargement of general council,

This project is in process. Telephone
prayer service to be manned 8 hours a
day, five to six days a week, with trained |
volunteers to offer to pray with those call- |
ing in and then send them free hooks,
prayerrequestforms, etc. In more distant
future, an 800 line will be available for!
those who cannot afford a long distance
call, Fundings for this project is needed. v

The Federation will seek top-notch
writing and production talent for produc-:
ing our own radio and TV advertising.
These will be beautiful and uplifting in-
spirational messages with local Divine |
Science Churches named at the end.|
Funding for this project is also needed. !

This,then, is a look at what the Federa-
tion is, where it began, what it strives to
do through service, and its hopes and
goals for expansion—physically, mental-
ly, and spiritually. There is no end to
examine, because as life goes on, new and
creative ideas come to mind and then to
creation and fruition. God works in and |
through each of us. Bach of us has an |
opportunity to formulate and expressour |
ideas for the furtherance of Divine Sci-
ence, it’s principles and practices for the
increasing consciousness of our at-one- |
ment with the Father. The embodiment |
of the Fatherhood of God and the Brother-
hood of Man as one in Truth. God is love
and so it ever is.
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The Alumni Association of the Divine
Science Church of the Healing Christ, is
organized for the purpose of forming a
union of graduates of the Divine Science
Classes or Courses of the Church of the
Healing Christ, who are s in accord with
Truth that it will bring deeper vision and
greater power to every member; and
through the membership, to stimulate a
wholesome support of the Church of the
Healing Christ, and tolend spiritual help
and agsistance to all its members.

The Alumni Association was first
formed the latter part.of the 1950’s. The
following have served as President:
Hazel Comstock, Leona Lobley, Marion
Potter, Maxine Strunk, Nettie Wilkin-
son, Lael Rose, Earla Harwood, Rev.
Harold Ganss, Jr., Ana Rasmussen, to
the present President—Norma Sabus.
Special mention should be given for the
dedicated service of Rev. Harold Ganss,
Jr. who served for eight years.

Among those who served as Secretary/
Treasurer are the following: Theda
‘Grant, Elizabeth Sullivan, Beatrice

- Dodge, Betty Wright, Norene Diamond,

Laura Sherman, Janet Friedline, Mary

Hudgens, Carey Donigan, to the present

~Secretary—Rosemary Downs. Norene

Diamond did an outstanding service for
holding the office for 12 years.

Karlis Paucitisis currently serving as
Treasurer. Willis Stewart is the present
Vice-President fulfilling the vacancy of
Ada Lofton,

In reviewing records, it is interesting
to note that May, 1975, had the largest
amount of graduates a total of 16.

The Alumni Association has contrib-
uted through the years to numerous
church projects. Including many varied
activities, are the following: Building
Fund, Organ Fund, Retirement Fund,
Drive Science Federation International,
Divine Science Education Center, furni-
ture, kitchen equipment (pans and
stoves), Book Department, Nursery, and

numerous receptions and coffee hours.

The Alumni Association presented a
special picture of Dr. Grace Faus upon
her retirement to the Divine Science
Church, The Association has contributed
to the sponsoring of guest speakers.
Members of the Alumni have given of
their time and support to needy projects
in the community, such as, the collection
of clothing and canned food and food'bas-
kets for persons in need.

Funding for the Alumni Association
has been through dues of members, bake
sales, Gift Shop, Mini-Retreats, Bingo,
Book Department, dinners, and contribu-
tions.

The Association acts as an arm of the
church in supporting all members of the
congregation in the Principles of the
Truth. The Alumni in the last few years
isdirecting its energy into sponsoring gu-
est speakers, mini-retreats, and support-
ing and perpetuating activities that will
further promote the teachings of Divine
Science. The Discussion Groups held
monthly on Sunday mornings, consisting
of graduates, has proven to be very suc-
cessful. These Discussion Groups have

‘brought together graduates in further

study and in presentations. Publicity is |
given to special programs of religious in-
structions, meditations, guest-speakers,
mini-retreats, with an outreach to in-
volvement of graduates on committees
and active participation.

A needed project is our new Visitation
Committee, to visit nursing homes, hos-
pitals, and the inactive church member
due to illness or special conditions. We
are expanding on knowing our church
members special needs, and working
toward living in our Oneness outwardly
to create an active unity.

Our Ministers are our special guard-
ians, and the Alumni supports them in
the special needs of our growing and
changing conditionsin a unity that fulfils
thedesire forall in the Higher Conscious-
ness. Through numbers there is strength
in living and knowing the Truth.
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