MEDITATIONS FROM JULY 2012 SUNDAY BULLETINS
FREEDOM IS IN OUR TRUE NATURE

July 1, 2012

Rev. Maria Borrero

“Thine, O God, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty.”  I Chronicles 29:11

We are all expressions of God, and as expressions, what is true of the Father is true of his creation.  Therefore our true nature is the nature of God.  God gave us free will, the freedom to choose what we want to be and what we want to do.  Yet, as the one and only eternal power, it is “The Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.”  John 14:10

It is in the freedom to explore and expand in consciousness that we unfold spiritually to know God and to have a relationship with him.  For we of our own selves can do nothing (John 5:30).

Daily turning within, being still, quiet and listening, we open the door to the Silence where the Christ, the only begotten of God, lives.  Christ leads and guides us so that we may have conscious realization of our true freedom and reality:  a spiritual being, living in a spiritual universe.  And so it is, Amen.

YE SHALL KNOW THE TRUTH

July 8, 2012

Rev. Dr. Miriam Comer Johnson

Human nature fuels our curiosity about everything.  Thanks to the technology generation we are able to satisfy our curiosity about most things – even religion.   Yet much of our curiosity is about things outside of us – how other things work, what other people are thinking and doing.    

We eventually come to the realization that the onus for having the life we desire is on us.  It is not about what others do and say. It is about the way we respond to life.  We respond to life according to our self-image.  

Christ Jesus said, “…the kingdom of heaven is within you.”  The kingdom of heaven is filled with Truth and Substance and Love.  Accepting this Truth that the kingdom of heaven is within dramatically impacts how our time is spent and the way we live.  Accepting the Truth of the kingdom within us changes our self-image.  We learn not to mentally wrestle with facts, but to turn within and realize the Truth.  

It is realizing the Truth within us which frees us from being held captive by situations and conditions in the world.  The more we turn within, the more Truth we realize, and the more dominion we have over our living.  The more we turn within, the less indecisive we are, the more freedom we realize, and the greater our confidence.  

Believe the Christ which says, “…the kingdom of heaven is within you.”  Turn within to the kingdom of heaven.  “And ye shall know the Truth, and the Truth shall make you free.”   And So It Is.  
THE TIME IS NOW

July 15, 2012

Rev. Maria Borrero
 “…..seek the Lord your God, and you will find Him if you seek Him with all your heart and with all your soul.”  Deuteronomy 4:29

There are writers of spiritual works who advise us to search for truth, God with spiritual integrity.  This means that we must let go of that which frightens us.  Fear has kept us so cemented in the human existence that we have been unable and at times unwilling to turn to God.  

As we surrender, that is, give ourselves to God, during our periods of quiet, silent meditations, all that ails us will go away.  We must drop our concepts of human life as being the one and only life we will have.  The life we have is eternal, it cannot die.   

It is critical that we go beyond the visible to the invisible to have conscious awareness of God and the things of God.  Let us remind ourselves daily that we live, move and have our being in God-consciousness.  We shall dwell in the secret place of the most high, God our Father, now and forever.

And so it is, Amen

PATIENCE AND PERSEVERANCE

July 22, 2012

Rev. Maria Borrero

“If we live in Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.” Galatians 5:25

To know God, we must spend time in silent prayer, not asking for anything except opening our heart and mind.  This takes patience and perseverance, for we must be clear that what we want is to know God.  

Our relationship with God is not intellectual but spiritual.  To know God is to know our true self a spiritual being, living in a spiritual universe.  But we must go beyond our periods of silence and be an instrument for God to be known out here in the world.

When we live in Spirit, truly live in Spirit, we let go of all that is of the material and senses.  We must also walk in Spirit by being the channel for God’s love, peace and harmony to be experienced

Every moment is an opportunity to be still and know God.  We all must have patience, for we will know God, his Kingdom, hope and glory.  And so it is, Amen.
ANSWER WITHIN YOU

July 29, 2012

from December 5, 1996

Dr. Al G. Salazar, Minister Emeritus

In quietness and in stillness there is a strength and a confidence that comes over us. Because of this surge of self-assurance we find ourselves moving in the direction we feared before.  Whereas before there was confusion, now there is peace; whereas before there was weakness, now there is courage and wisdom.

When the Master said that the answer to every problem is within us he meant what he said.  The only peace we ever experience is the peace that reveals itself in us.  And the only love we will ever feel does not come from the outer, but from within us.  And it is in our willingness to turn within, that reveals to us that all things are possible when we live from within out.

Within you is the Kingdom of God.  Take time to be still throughout the day, to enter your closet and shut the door, that the Imprisoned Splendor may escape as the health of your body and the harmony in your home.

For this understanding, O Most Gracious God, we give you thanks.
