MEDITATIONS FROM DECEMBER 2013 SUNDAY BULLETINS
CENTER IN YOU
December 1, 2013
Dr. Al G. Salazar, Minister Emeritus
Dial-a-Prayer, May 14, 1996

Our Bible reminds us over and over again of the one place from where blessings come.  Sometimes the Bible refers to It as the Garden of Eden, or the Kingdom of Heaven.  Whatever the name, it is a realm of pure peace.  But not a peace separate and apart from any of us, but already embodied within our own consciousness.  Not the human consciousness, but a consciousness of God. In this consciousness evil does not exist.   Sin, disease, lack and limitation have no place in a Consciousness of God.

Thousands of years ago it was written that he who dwelleth in this consciousness, a consciousness imbued with Truth, dwelleth in God and God in him.

Yes, there is a Silence in us all where Truth abides in full.  And if angry or annoyed, if filled with hurt and resentment, in this place you are at peace. “Come ye who are weary and heavy laden, and I will give thee rest.”

For this blessing O Most Gracious God, I give you thanks. Amen.
Applying the Truth

December 8, 2013

Rev. Donna Gatewood
We live in a world of darkness but there is a Great Light that shines on and lives in this world for each and every one of us to experience.  This Great Light is the Christ, the only begotten Son of God.  This Light indwells us and is ever waiting patiently for us to leave the shadow of darkness and embrace it full on.

What keeps us in the darkness when the Light is right where we are day in and day out?  It is the belief in a power other than the One Power, God, which keeps us bound to the shadows of life.  It is the belief that our material possessions, our professions, and our personalities are powerful and enriching.  In truth these earthly things are our false gods and they keep us from experiencing Life in its fullness.

Let us apply the truth we know.  Let us reach beyond the appearances which bind us to the earth.  Let us reach for the Light.  For in the Light of Christ we experience all of what we are.  We are filled with the Light of Peace, Love, Joy, Wisdom, Knowledge, Understanding, and Wholeness.

“You are the light of the world.  A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.  Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”  Matthew 5:14-16
Ye Are the Son of God
December 15, 2013

Rev. Maria Borrero
Christmas Service with special bulletin and no meditation.
EMMANUEL

December 22, 2013

Rev. Dr. Miriam Comer Johnson
Christmas is a season of expectancy – not only for children, for adults, too.  This air of expectancy is generally known as the Christmas Spirit.  The Israelites were promised, and looked for a Savior.  When experiencing the vagaries of living, we too, begin looking for a Savior.  Usually we are looking for a philosophy or a theology to live by.  We are seeking a belief system which helps us control or cope with the activities in our lives.

If we are earnest in our search, eventually we feel the stirrings of a new and different awareness within us.  Turning within to examine it, we realize that the Savior is not simply a new and different philosophy or a theology, but a new and different phase of consciousness – the Christ.  

The Christ, as consciousness, is available to us at all times, under all conditions, in every way.  Lo, I am with you always...  We need only turn and acknowledge its Presence.  This is the activity of Emmanuel, or God with us. 
Father, for the acknowledgement and recognition of your love at the core of our being, we thank you.  And So It Is. 

I Bring You Good Tidings

December 24, 2013
Rev. Janet Friedline 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service with special bulletin and no meditation.
A Time of Remembrance

December 29, 2013

Rev. Janet Friedline

This week we will turn our calendars and discover a New Year.  We do so with feelings of uncertainty and expectancy; uncertainty because we do not know what this new time will bring, and expectancy with the hope that what it does bring will be a better time for us.  Before we begin this New Year, let us pause and consider the time that has past.  Too often we carry last year’s experience into the New Year and then wonder why things stay the same.

Regardless of what our experience has been, it was our view of it that gave it value and meaning.  Let us not be so concerned about what comes our way, experiences come and experiences go.  We are not to consider life’s experiences to be burdens too difficult to bear.  The promise is “Come unto me, and I will give you rest.”  This “I” in the midst of us, knows what to do.  So let us not weary ourselves with stress and strain.  God in the midst of us is all there is and that is our sufficiency.
