MEDITATIONS FROM AUGUST 2014 SUNDAY BULLETINS
Open Sesame

August 3, 2014

Rev. Janet Friedline

Each of us has certain hopes and aspirations.  We have wishes and desires waiting to be fulfilled.  Much time is spent in seeking the avenue through which this might all come about.  In our dreams we discover the magical door – the one that opens and reveals the fortune, just waiting to be claimed.  And then we awaken and discover it was but a dream.  Many individuals remain in the dream state, certain that their good will somehow be drawn to them.

The principle of Life tells us that all expression proceeds from the inner to the outer.  It is not a matter of drawing something to us, but rather allowing it to express through us.  God alone is good.  The human longing for its good is really the soul’s desire to be consciously One with God, out of which all things are made.  Let us not look to the world to grant our wishes.  The only true desire is to know God.  And this we do in the time of silence when we turn within and listen 

Get Me Understanding

August 10, 2014

Rev. Donna Gatewood
Psalm 119:144 declares “Give me understanding, and I shall live.”  What is this understanding that we must get that shall make us live?  It is not an intellectual understanding of the information contained in books, lectures, classes or television documentaries.  Understanding is a spiritual birth.  It is a revelation of Spirit in the heart of man.  We may have a very good intellectual knowledge of Truth and we may grasp with our minds the statement that God is the creator and giver of all good things—Life, Health, Love, Peace and Wholeness.  We may go even further intellectually and see that not only is Spirit the creator but is also the creation; that It is Life, Health, Love, Peace and Wholeness in us.  But unless this Truth is revealed to us individually by the Spirit within, this intellectual knowledge is not of any practical value to us.

The revelation of Truth to the individual consciousness of each and every one of us is spiritual understanding.  Spiritual understanding is a knowing deep down in the heart of our being; it is being conscious of our oneness with our Father.  Until we each know within ourselves that the fountain of all Wisdom, Health, Joy, Peace and Love is already within our very being ready and waiting to manifest Itself, we will not have spiritual understanding.

YOUR PLACE IN THE UNIVERSE

August 17, 2014

Rev. Dr. Miriam Comer Johnson
We are often trying to “find our places in the world.”  It is a noble gesture.  We believe that once we find our places in the world, we will be at peace.  Surprisingly, most of us do indeed find our places in the world.  After the initial impact wears off, however, we discover that simply finding our places in the world is not sufficient.  We are still not living out our full potential.  

Maybe the issue isn’t simply finding our places in the world, but finding our place in the universe.  Divine Law which is the source of our peace is not limited to what we learn through the five senses and the intellect.  The source of Divine Law is not the world of time, space and form.  

“Do not I fill heaven and earth? saith the Lord.”  

Finding our place in the universe requires expanding our view of life. That expansion occurs within us.  It is in consciousness that the expansion occurs – that we get a wider view of life.  It is in consciousness that we actually realize the Law.  It is in consciousness that we first experience the peace which we have been seeking for years.  

“…The kingdom of heaven is within you.”         And So It Is.  

ANSWER WITHIN YOU

(from Dial-a-Prayer, December 5, 1996)

August 24, 2014

Dr. Al G. Salazar, Minister Emeritus

In quietness and in stillness there is a strength and a confidence that comes over us.  Because of this surge of self-assurance we find ourselves moving in the direction we feared before.  Whereas before there was confusion, now there is peace; whereas before there was weakness, now there is courage, and wisdom.

When the Master said that the answer to every problem is within us he meant what he said.  The only peace we ever experience is the peace that reveals itself in us.  And the only love we will ever feel does not come from the outer, but from within us.  And it is in our willingness to turn within that reveals to us that all things are possible when we live from within out.

Within you is the Kingdom of God.  Take time to be still throughout the day, to enter your closet and shut the door, that the Imprisoned Splendor may escape as the health of your body and the harmony in your home.

For this understanding, O Most Gracious God, we give you thanks.

LORD, TEACH ME TO PRAY

August 31,2014

Rev. Maria Borrero

We all want to know God and have him in our life every moment.   Yet the truth is God has never left us.  God can never leave us, it is impossible.  God already equipped us with all that we need and want.  "The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms" Deuteronmy 33:27.
The way to return to the Father's house is to be still and abide with our Father in his Silence.  God knows nothing of this external world.  We created it with our emotional thinking and beliefs.  Today, let us let go of the things of this world and pray the silent prayer, day in and day out.  For God our Father is in the midst of all his children.

It is we who hold the key to open the door of spiritual consciousness.  We must learn to love all and be grateful, for God will never leave us.  By turning to God and abiding quietly, we get out of the way for God's expression and manifestation of his kingdom.  We should remember what Jesus told us that with men we find the impossible, but with God all things are possible.  We must trust in God and in ourselves that we can do the spiritual work, be still for the realization of our true place one with God. And so it is, Amen.

