MEDITATIONS FROM SUNDAY LESSONS

FAITH

Rev. Donna Gatewood

August 1, 2010

In the world today most people cling blindly with hope and belief to what the five senses present to them.  They find their small satisfactions and limited contentment in the building up of the human ego and human conditions with changing personal opinions and mistaken beliefs that have long since lost their luster.  Wanting security, money, relationships and joy they have placed their faith in that which will rust, crumble and fade away.  The concept of hope and belief are the by-products of the intellect and emotion; they have no foundation in Truth. 

Faith, on the other hand, is “an assurance, a conviction, a knowing without the shadow of a doubt that a desire or a vision or an objective is coming into visibility through invisible divine activity.”  Abiding, unwavering faith is the link between the invisible storehouse of God’s goodness and its manifestation out here in the world.

Our Scripture tells us “Now faith is the substance of all things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”  So let us step away from the multitudes and let go of blind hope and belief in the world of people, places and things.  Let us place our feet on a firm foundation and establish ourselves in unwavering faith and Trust in God so when the turbulence of the twists and turns of life make their appearance we know without doubt that our Good is already making its way to us.

ABIDING IN GOD
Dr. Al G. Salazar

August 8, 2010

Our established attitudes have a way of reproducing themselves in our lives as tangible, visible experiences that are either good or bad, but always in perfect harmony with our habitual patterns of thought.  There is a law of life that a particular state of mind consistently brings forth personal patterns.

We are always involved with law.  Always.  There is no such thing as luck, fate or chance.  But law.  Therefore, anything and everything in our lives can be changed.  Because it can only be sustained and maintained by the activity of our own minds.

Therefore, this day, I choose to dwell on that which is good, and peaceful, and harmonious.  This day I choose to abide in God, that God may abide in me, as the health of the body and the peace of the mind.

For this understanding, and for the willingness to practice the ever-present Presence of God, O Most gracious Father, I give you thanks.  Amen.

“NOW” IS

Rev. Dr. Miriam Comer Johnson

August 15, 2010
Worship of God means letting go of the world, and what we know of the world – giving our whole attention to the spirit of Truth within.  We cannot multi-task when truly worshipping and abiding.  It requires our whole attention, for God is neither a person nor a thing.  God is a Spirit.  I, the Lord thy God am a jealous God.  
Jesus tells us when true worship occurs.  He said, But the hour cometh and now is when true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth.  True worship occurs when only Now exists, when Now is.  When we are in the present, we are in the divine Presence.  This is true worship.  Being in the Now excludes every possible distraction, every fragmentation of awareness, and every concept of time.   

The Psalmist reminds us that we worship and abide that Thou will show me the path of life: in thy presence is fullness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.

For thy spirit of Truth, and the fullness of thy grace Father, we thank thee.  

WHAT DO YOU SAY?

Rev. Janet Friedline

August 22, 2010

Many individuals have concepts and opinions and they freely express them to anyone who is willing to listen.  Sometimes these are expressed without any thought given to the words or their meaning, words that roll off the tongue without any real intent.  There will be times when we are called upon to account for our thoughts, our deeds and our actions.  When this happens, what do we say?  But more importantly, do we really mean what it is that we say?

The foolish man sends his words forth, based on his limited knowledge or experience, expressing an idea that is here today, and changed tomorrow.  The wise man seeks first wisdom so that the words he sends forth bear witness to that which is true and absolute.  What is spoken aloud goes before us with intent and purpose.  So let us turn within, and listen before we speak, so that what goes before us is God’s word, and not ours.  The act of surrender is “speak Lord, I am listening.”

WHY AM I HERE?

Rev. Janet Friedline

August 29, 2010

At some point in our lives, many of us question why we are here.  We reason and we ponder, looking for meaning and purpose to life’s expression.  And we do this in a personal way.  Perhaps we look to the family tree, or the culture we are born into, to discover who we are and why we are here.  We seek outwardly because that is how we see us and know us.  Intuitively we feel there are answers and if we could just ask the right questions, we are certain that the answers will be revealed.

Life is not restricted to this one manifestation.  Life is eternal and it belongs to God.  The only true answer will be given when we learn to question in an inward way.  While it is true, that our biological parents provided the avenue for our material expression, it is also true that God is the only creator and it is to God that we go for our answers.  When we become quiet enough and still enough, we know us as God knows us.  He created us to be about his business and that is our reason for being.

