MEDITATIONS FROM JANUARY 2015 SUNDAY BULLETINS
Going Forward

January 4, 2015

Rev. Janet Friedline
This past week we turned our calendars and discovered a New Year.  A certain amount of excitement is associated with a New Year.  It is like a clean slate – nothing has been written on it.  It is up to us to decide what to do with it.  We alone determine how to fill in the blanks.  And while we are excited with this responsibility, we feel a little anxious and uncertain.  In our time of reflection, we remember last year’s decisions.  Sometimes things did not work out and we don’t what to repeat our mistakes.

To move forward in a new way, we must be in a different state of consciousness than we were before.  We debate our decisions and determinations in consciousness.  Sometimes we resolve to do certain things in the new time of experience – we call them “New Year’s Resolutions.”  Let us resolve to do but one thing and that is to become still and allow the indwelling presence to reveal what is best.  Let us admit that we of ourselves are not wise enough to determine in this way.  God, in the midst of me, is my sufficiency and that is all I need to know.

ONLY ONE SOURCE

January 11, 2015
Rev. Donna Gatewood
To whom are we looking to supply our wants and our needs?  Most of us are accustomed to looking towards the world to meet our needs, our wants and our desires.  Specifically, we look to others or even ourselves to meet our physical, material and social needs.  The problem is that we, as human beings, are limited.  Therefore, when we look to others there will be times when they fail us by not recognizing our need or their lack of ability or capacity to help us.  We need to understand that the world is limited; and it has been corrupted by error thinking and misunderstanding.

Jesus told us in John10:10 “The thief only comes to steal, kill, and destroy.  I came that they may have life more abundantly.”   What then is the key to experiencing this abundant life that Jesus came to bring us?   The key is recognizing that God is our source and that everything we need flows out of our relationship with Him.

Get ready for a victory in your life in this New Year for our Father wants to prove Himself to you; to demonstrate that He is your Source.  “….Prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to hold.”  Malachi 3:10

A Place of Peace

January 18, 2015
Rev. Janet Friedline

As human beings we busy ourselves with daily living, getting caught up in the demands that go with it.   There are times when we grow weary and long for a way out.  We are certain that if things were a little more peaceful, that we would be better prepared to meet life’s challenges.  We would like to have things orderly and harmonious so that we may think more clearly.  We know that our thoughts contribute to this place of unrest and that they must be addressed in some way.  We may search for peace in our world of experience but what we find is not lasting.

We may work with our thoughts, trying to “think peace,” but peace will not be found working in this way.   The world of thought and form changes, and we cannot rely on it.  There is a place of peace, a place not touched by the demands of daily living.  It is within us and we discover it when we become still and release our thoughts.  The kingdom of peace is in our consciousness and we may go there at any time. We step out of the world and go to that realm where God simply “is.”  There cannot be God and “something else,” and when we abide in his presence, we know that this is so.

BY OURSELVES WE CAN DO NOTHING

January 25, 2015

Rev. Maria Borrero
We are told that which is born of spirit is spirit, John 3: 6.  There is but one spirit and that is God.  We too are of Spirit because we were made by God in his image and likeness.   In the Bible we are told that “By one spirit are we all baptized into one body and have been made to drink into one spirit.”

At this moment many are living under the belief that God is not a part of them and are seeking to bring him to them. But as each of us continues our silent prayer practice, our daily meditations, we slowly come under God’s law of oneness, until the time comes when the Christ within lives our life and we then have the conscious realization of God’s heaven right here on earth.  For as it says in Corinthians, “Now the Lord is that spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.”  It is the Father within who doeth the work.  And so it is, Amen.
