MEDITATIONS FROM APRIL 2013 SUNDAY BULLETINS
TAKE NO THOUGHT

April 7, 2013

Dr. Al G. Salazar, Minister Emeritus

from May 1999 Newsletter

Throughout the world, the value of meditation has been made known.  But it is very important to understand that meditation in and of itself is not an end, but a means towards an end.  In its highest or most pure form it is a means through which man can attain a conscious awareness of the Spirit out of which he was created.  When Jesus said, “enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door…” he was talking about entering our own 

minds and releasing any and every thought of a personal self.  On another occasion he said, “Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, nor yet for your body…”

It is in the quietness of our own minds, in the stillness of our own thoughts, that we establish a rapport with a presence of Pure Peace.  And in this consciousness of Peace there is a knowingness, a confirmation that all is well.  A sense of “It is done.”  It is here, in this consciousness, that a feeling comes to us as if a weight had suddenly been lifted and all that is left is a peace that goes far beyond human understanding.  In this Peace is the answer to every human need.

The promise is, “Acquaint now thyself with him, and be at peace: thereby good shall come unto thee.”

Where Your Heart Is

April 14, 2013

Rev. Donna Gatewood

We live in a fast paced world where high powered prestigious jobs and the accumulation of wealth and material possessions are the be all and end all of the majority of humanity.  This is the human condition at it’s so called finest.  It is, after all, the “American Dream.”  This “American Dream” is the desire of hearts of millions all over the world.   At what cost do we live in this world of materialism that breeds greed, corruption, and abuse of power.

We are cautioned to “Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon the earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break in and steal; for where your heart is, there your heart will be also.”

Can you put aside the desire for success, power and material goods?  Can you leave all and follow the Christ within or are you like the rich young man who wanted to follow Jesus but could not part with his worldly riches to gain the treasures of heaven?

“No servant can serve two masters; for either he hate the one, and love the other, or else he will hold to one; and despise the other.”   Choose ye this day which master you will serve—God or mammon.

OUR DAILY SUBSTANCE

April 21, 2013

Rev. Maria Borrero

While God is always with us and feeds us consistently of his nature, we have been unconscious to this truth.  In fact because we have been asleep to the relationship we already have, we have missed all the possibilities of living God's life.

All living souls live in God's divine, never ending substance.  Yet unless we claim it, we will continue with our daily struggles, worries and problems.  It is in our turning within wanting to know God sincerely that we open the door to experience all that is of God.

We must be still, letting go of our issues and concerns in our times of silent prayer.  It is crucial to know and believe in our hearts that God, our Father already gave us a finished Kingdom.  "It is God that worketh in you... to do of his good pleasure." Phil. 3:13  And so it is, Amen.
This is the Day

April 28, 2013

Rev. Janet Friedline

We spend a great deal of time recalling the events of yesterday.  We consider our thoughts, our words and our actions, and we question our decisions.  What were we thinking when we made our determinations?  Could we have done better?  Or perhaps we project ourselves into the future, certain that we will be wiser and surer in our considerations.  This type of reasoning depends on our personal concept of what should happen.  Concepts based on personal experience are unreliable.  We cannot count on them to answer today’s questions or to meet tomorrow’s needs.

Each day requires its own manna; each day is an experience unto itself.  The message is, “this is the day which the Lord hath made.”  Lord is the divine law – good unfolding in an orderly manner.  The perfect Law of God is sufficient unto this day.  Divine order is in place and its law expresses in us according to our ability to receive it.  So let us not spend time with yesterday or concern ourselves with tomorrow.  This is the day to be in his presence.  We may rejoice and be glad in it.

